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Meeting Notice 
York County Environmental & Development Services Building 

105 Service Drive, Yorktown 
Monday, March 21, 2005 

6:00 PM 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to order 
 
2. Community Facilities – Part II 

 
The Community Facilities element of the Comprehensive Plan addresses the County’s 
future needs with regard to courts, government offices, parks and recreation, public 
safety (detention, law enforcement, fire and EMS), and schools. We discussed three of 
these sub-elements at the February 22 meeting: schools, libraries, and parks and 
recreation . At this meeting we will discuss public safety, including fire and rescue, law 
enforcement, and detention.  
 

3. Greenways 
 

Staff will provide information, including a video presentation, about greenways and the 
potential for greenway development in York County. 

 
4. Other 

 
5. Adjourn 

 
Attachments 
• Meeting Notes of February 22, 2005 
• Meeting Notes of February 24, 2005 
• Letter from B. M. Millner dated March 1, 2005 
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Meeting Notes 
 

York County Environmental and Development Services Building 
Multi-Purpose Room 

105 Service Drive 
Monday, March 21, 2005 

6:00 PM 
 
Members Present: Nick Barba, Ken Bowman, Jack Christie, Jack Davis, Carole Ferro, A. T. 

Hamilton, Ron Kurz, Carl Loveland, Rick Moberg, Al Ptasznik 
 
Staff Present: Mark Carter, Tim Cross, Amy Parker, Earl Anderson, Steve Kopczynski, 

Mike Player, James Richardson 
 
Others Present: Dick Bain, Bob Keith  
 
 
Chairman Barba called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.  
 
Mr. Anderson gave a PowerPoint presentation on detention and law enforcement, fire and res-
cue, and greenways, all of which will be addressed in the Community Facilities element of the 
Comprehensive Plan. He stated that the Sheriff’s Office operates out of the Public Safety Build-
ing on Goodwin Neck Road with satellite facilities in Washington Square shopping center (for 
the D.A.R.E. program) and the Super Kmart. Other facilities utilized by the Sheriff’s Office are 
the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail and the Merrimac Center for juvenile detention, both on the 
same site on Merrimac Trail in James City County. Mr. Anderson stated that the regional jail is 
capable of expansion but that it will not likely be necessary within the next 20 years. The juve-
nile detention center, in contrast, cannot be expanded; in the event that more space is needed 
in the future, he stated that the counties around Richmond that currently use this facility would 
more than likely build a new joint facility in their area. The main facility needs of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, according to Mr. Anderson, are for additional space for offices and training. Captain 
Richardson affirmed this conclusion, noting that the Sheriff’s Office has outgrown its space. He 
noted, for example, that investigators have to interview citizens in the interrogation room be-
cause of a lack of space in the investigation room. 
 
Mr. Bowman asked Captain Richardson about the possible need for a satellite office in the up-
per County now or in the future. Captain Richardson responded that one disadvantage of satel-
lite offices is that they give citizens a false impression that such facilities will be staffed at all 
times. Mr. Hamilton responded that as the upper County grows a 24-hour satellite office might 
be necessary. In response, Chairman Barba stated that even at build-out, the upper County is 
projected to represent only 20% to 25% of the total population. 
 
Mr. Anderson presented an overview of the County’s Department of Fire and Life Safety (FLS) 
and its facilities, including the department’s administrative offices in the Public Safety Building, 
the six fire stations, the Emergency Operations Center, and the new Emergency Communica-
tions Center. He noted that Fire Chief Steve Kopczynski has indicated that development along 
the Mooretown Road and Route 199 corridors might necessitate the development of new fire 
stations in those areas in the future. Other future needs that have been identified by the De-
partment of FLS, he added, are training and logistical facilities. Chief Kopczynski elaborated on 
the need for a centralized training facility, noting that the Operations Center on Goodwin Neck 
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Road is ideally located because of its proximity to two fire station service areas. This helps to 
ensure the availability of firefighters to respond to an emergency. Mike Player, Assistant Fire 
Chief, added that such a facility could include general-purpose classrooms available to all 
County departments as well as specialized classrooms equipped and dedicated specifically to 
the FLS Department and the Sheriff’s Office. Mr. Loveland commented that the need for training 
facilities is a countywide issue that the private sector is also trying to address, and he empha-
sized the need to make such facilities more available throughout the community. 
 
Mr. Davis asked if insufficient water pressure is a problem in the County, to which Chief 
Kopczynski responded that it is in some areas of the County. He noted a recent fire in the 
Queens Lake subdivision, which does not have a public water system. 
 
In response to a question about the future fire station site in the Villages of Kiln Creek, Chief 
Kopczynski stated that the site might not be needed. He indicated that a more practical alterna-
tive to developing the Kiln Creek site might be to expand the Tabb Fire Station, which is more 
centrally located for the area served. 
 
Mr. Cross stated that the Board of Supervisors established a greenways development fund sev-
eral years ago and has been making annual contributions to it through the Capital Improve-
ments Program (CIP). He then showed a short informational video on greenways prepared by 
The Conservation Fund, which is a private, nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation 
of the nation's land and water resources, including wildlife habitat, wetlands, river corridors, for-
ests, and historic sites across America. Mr. Anderson then presented information about green-
ways and their potential benefits, and he showed a conceptual greenway corridor for the 
County. 
 
Chairman Barba thanked Chief Kopczynski, Mr. Player, and Captain Richardson for their atten-
dance and participation. He reminded everyone that the next meeting would be on Monday, 
March 28 at the same location. Mr. Cross added that one of the meeting topics would be goals 
and objectives for hazard mitigation. He stated that the Steering Committee would also hear 
from the Williamsburg Land Conservancy, which is a private, non-profit land trust dedicated to 
protecting and preserving significant natural, scenic, agricultural, and historic land in the Historic 
Triangle. Members of the Conservancy met with staff last September to offer assistance with 
and input into the Comprehensive Plan review. Noting the positive citizen response to the idea 
of preserving open space through the purchase of land or development rights, Mr. Cross stated 
that the Conservancy has been asked to provide the Steering Committee with suggestions on 
open space preservation, greenways, and any other recommendations for the Comprehensive 
Plan. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 
TCC 
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